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Aliufque et idem 

nafuris Horace. 
SATURDAY, Fune 12td. 

Ya 3 HE Monitor has found acoadjutor, who ap- 
e* pears under the name of North Briton; and 
) now this brace of honeft politicians vouch for 
&) | one another’s integrity, like the crazy watch- 
, man and his goofe; the one proclaimed the 
so hours atnoon-day, and the other cackled appro- 
bation, fufpect, however, that thefe feemingly diftinct 


perfonages are one and the fame individual, under different dif- 
guifes, by means of which, he may have an opportunity of ex- 
tolling in one mafk, the trafh he obtrudes upon the world in the 
ether, By this contrivance too, he hammers out his metal into a 
more extended plate of brafs leaf, to adorn the character of his 
patron: at any rate, it will afford room to hedge and to fhift, to 
explain away meanings by which he dare not'abide, and to prac- 
tife more at eaf*, the art of evafion, in which he feems to be an 


adept. 
_ Accordingly we find hiny at that work in the very firft page 
of his lucubration. He denies that the Monitor, in his pa-’ 

A per 


| 
| 
| 
7 
| 
q 


4 THE BRITON. No. 3. 


per of May 22d, even {quinted at the character of his S—n, in 
the candid parallel he drew; and affirms, there is no mention of 
Tiberius through the whole of that paper, excepting only in the 
motto from Tacitus. This is really fuch a plea, as, we believe, no 
perfon upon earth but the Monitor, and his advocate, would have 
thought of urging. If a man was to be tried for a libel-againft 
the government, and would plead in his own defence, that the 
government was not mentioned, excepting only in one line, would 
not the court laugh at the folly, and be aftonifhed at the effron- 
tery of the culprit? Will not the unprejudiced public be affected 
in the fame manner, by the declaration of this fenfible, honeft, 
modeft writer, when he affirms that a minifter may, in all points, 
refemble Scjanus, and yet the Sovereign may be a Trajan or a Ti- 
tus? In other words, the minifter may be a corruptor, an op- 
preffor, a poifoner, an affaflin, and the Prince who employs this 
minifter, remain one of the beft Kings that ever fat on any throne. 
If this inference were to be diftilled with all the art of fophiftry, 
in twenty different alembics, it would in every trial come over 
{tark nonfenfe and contradiction. 

Though the Monitor may now think it convenient to ufe 
this fubterfuge, he would have been forry to find his readers fuch 
fools as to miftake his meaning, when the paper was firft pu- 
blifhed. Nay, that there might be no doubt about this fubje ct, 
he took care, in exprefs terms, to treat with contempt the cha- 
racter of the Prince, whofe minifter he has branded with the 
odious name of Favourite. “ He improved (fays he) every 
“ opportunity to difcover his weakneffes, to mark bis foibles— 
“ he filled his Mafter’s head with pleafures and unprofitable 
*“« amufements.——-When a Prince has once given himfelf up 
“* to the management of fuch a Favourite, he may be carried as far 
“as the ambition of his Favourite pleafeth, in tyranny, in profu- 
** fion, in pleafures, in the neglect of his jujft rights and national 
intereft.” Uf therefore his abufe was dire€ted againft the per- 
fon of aB——th M——r, and he himfelf does not deny this was 
the cafe; is there a reader of common fenfe that does not fee, is 
there one of common honefty who will not own, that it reflected 
the moft flagitious reproach upon the charaéter of the Prince by 
whom that M——r was patronifed? Who will not fay, that this 
fhamelefs dauber is not endeavouring to varnifh the moft hideous 
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part of the picture which himfelf or his friend had prefumed to 
draw, and labouring to fcreen his malice behind the thin curtain 
of prevarication. 

I satp, in my firft paper, the adminiftration is conducted with 
fuch integrity as defies reproach ; and this wretched trifler replies, 
« The king of Pruffia, ///l our ally, tells the world the contrary.” 
—In what manner, and upon what occafion, has the king of 
Pruffia impeached the integrity of the Britith adminiftration ?— 
until this is declared, we fhall number this affertion among the 
other infamous calumnies which have dropped from the pens of a 
faction in defpair. If the K— of P—— was fo unreafonable as 
to complain, that a ftop has been put to the annual tribute, in the 
payment of which, the honour and the intereft of the nation were 
fo fcandaloufly proftituted ; the rectitude of that meafure would not 
be the lefs obvious, All Europe would have caufe to wonder, not 
that the fubfidy has ceafed, but that it was ever granted on fuch 
inglorious conditions; and the people of Great Britain would have 
reafon to rejoice, in having a miniftry endued with honefty and 
refolution, to difengage their necks from fuch a vile fubjetion. 

But I am challenged by this umbra of the Monitor, to name 
the fuccefs which hath attended the meafures of the prefent ad- 
miniftration.——What he has fo fairly mentioned as a reproach 
upon their integrity, I infift upon as a proof of their vigour and 
fuccefs, They have broken the fhackles of this difhonourable 
G—n connection, and in that fingle article faved near a million 
annually to the nation; they have contributed in a great meafure 
to deliver that boafted ally from the moft formidable of all his ene- 
mies ; and by the wifdom of their negotiations, prevented a new 
war from breaking out in the North of Europe. If we turn our 
eyes to the fteps they have taken, more immediately relating to the 
intereft of Great Britain, we fhall find they have reinforced Sir 
Charles Saunders fo powerfully, as to enable him to maintain the 
empire of the Mediterranean ; to annihilate the commerce and na- 
vigation of the enemy in that fea, to infult the coafts, and block 
up the harbours of France and Spain: they have, with uncom- 
mon diligence and difpatch, equipped and forwarded a gallant ex- 
pedition, by which the important conqueft of Martinique, Gra- 
nada, and all the neutral iflands in the Weft-Indies, hath been 


atchieved. They have, at the fame juncture of time, fent forth 
another 
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another powerful armament againft the chief fettlements of Spain 
in that part of the world; and in all probability, by this time, the 
object of their enterprife is accomplifhed ; at leaft, if any unforfeen 
accident may have fruftrated the defign, the mifcarriage cannot 
with any juftice be imputed to the indolence or neglect of the ad- 
miniftration. 

I nave now named fhe time when, and the place where, and 
leave it to the world to decide upon the candour and veracity of 
this writer. I leave it to the judicious reader to compare the 
tranfactions of this year with thofe of 1760, when the Monitor’s 
patron was in the zenith of M —1 power; when our fleets and 
armies lingered in the harbours of Great Britain, a whole fummer, 
and not one ftroke was ftruck againft the enemy, on our own 
element, although twenty millions had been exacted from the 
people for the fervice of the year. 

Wiru refpect to underhand offers made to the court. of Vi- 
enna, I fhould be glad to know in what manner this author was 
made privy-to fuch offers: did the M—y confult with him or 
his employers on the fubject? or did the court of Vienna com- 
municate the fecret to the Monitor and his worthy collegue in 
the work of defamation? Confidering how their characters ftand 
in point of veracity, we fhall beg leave to look upon this as ano- 
ther oblique fhaft of malice, until the author thinks proper to be 
more particular in his information. But if it fhould appear in the 
iffue, that thofe underhand offers were no more than fair and 
honourable propofals, to terminate by a juft and equitable peace, 
a war which hath been attended with fuch mifery and defolation ; 
a war kindled by ambition and rapacity, fomented by a B—fh 
M—r in fervile compliance with the prejudices and predileétion 
of a weak S———n, and maintained by the blood and treafure of 
the B—fh nation; the honeft part of that nation in particular, 
and of mankind in general, will think themfelves obliged to the 


M—y for taking fteps fo fuitable to the diftreffed circumftances. 


of their country ; fo conformable to the interefts of religion and 
humanity : but, what will they think of thofe audacious emifla- 
ries, who with a virulence of rancour peculiar to themfelves, at- 
tempt to poifon the beft qualities, and pervert what ought to be 


the theme of univerfal approbation, into a fubjeét of cenfure and 
reproach, 
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Like a wretch in danger of drowning, that catches at every 
ftraw, this indefatigable emiffary lays hold on the moft tri- 
vial circumftances to alarm the public. What a clamour has he 
raifed about the innocent head-piece that appears in the firft page 
of the Briton! ‘ He has difplayed the Royal Arms at the head 
“of his papers; (cries he in an affeted furprife) does he mean to 


“‘ intimidate? does he mean to infinuate, that his paper comes | 


“« forth with the authority of a Gazette; and that he fights un- 
«¢ der the banners of the adminiftration?” No, Sir, he means no- 
thing lefs. Had you made an excurfion to Pater-nofter-Row, 
you might have feen, with half an eye, that the King’s Arms 
make the fign of my publifhex; and, I apprehend, he has a right 
to ufe them as fuch, without giving offence. Had he difplayed an 
Orator’s head, or a Negro’s head, or a Hog’s head, it would have 
been of the fame confequence to the writer, who arrogates to 
himfelf no authority, but that which is derived from a ftri@ re- 
gard to truth and morality; and thefe are the only banners under 
which he prefumes to write. 

As to the precious fluff this babbler has thrown out about the 


words Briton, and Free Briton, and Foolifh Briton, Alliterati-. 


ons, Scotticifis, Language, and Sentiments, 1 fhall treat it with 
the fcorn it deferves, as the vulgar recrimination of an_ illiberal 
mind, which hath received its firft and moft lafting impreffions, 
Non in aula, fed in caula; notin a hall, but in a hog’s-ftye. No- 
thing is fo eafy as to retort the epithets of fool, dunce, coxcomb, 
and venal fcribbler ; they naturally offer their afliftance to bad au- 
thors, when they are at a lofs for matter and argument. Had 
any writer of character taxed me with venality, I fhould have 
been mortified: but I laugh to hear myfelf accufed as venal, by 
a fcribe who, in defiance of his own confcience, has inlifted 
himfelf in the dirty work of propagating flander, and circulat- 
ing falfe furmifes, to raife a combuftion in the commonwealth, 
What interefted motives he may have in purfuing this honourable 
occupation, I fhall not give myfelf the trouble to inquire:. but 
with refpe& to the M y, I will venture to affirm, whatever 


his inclinations may be, it is not in his power to be venal; for, 


his talents are too contemptible to bear any price. 
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THE national fting in the tail of his effay, relating to penfioned 
Scotchmen, is a moft unfortunate farcafm for the author. His 
patron will not thank him for touching upon this ftring : it is 
like talking of halters in the houfe of a man whofe father was 
hanged.—A penfion is a thing not to be joked with ; it is a temp- 
tation to which, in all probability, our author’s virtue will not 
be expofed: but if it fhould, we prefume he would follow the 
example of his Great Archetype —, that phoenix of minifters, 
that mirror of difinterefted patriotifm.—Having fet him up asa 
pattern of all earthly perfections, he would moreover be apt to 
imitate him in point of gratitude, in receiving the bounty, and 
then kicking his heels in the face of his benefactor. : 


( To be continued. ) 
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